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Negrp Comedian Get
S ; %ii“’“"’" " Role | -
Y Nol} b~ t ‘
l NEW YORK (AD)~Bill Coshy, bne of the brightest of the )
;i new comedians, has been signed to co-slar in an action-adventure
series, “I Spy,” aimed at NBC's schedule next fall. o
The show will be produced by Sheldon Leonard, the man be- ' ,

{hind a string of successful se- o _

ries that have spun off CBS’ old line.’”

"D "' .
anny Thomas Show.” Exter-| e,y o i one Cosby was a

V fors will be shot on location in| .\ giptete at Temple Universi-
! Hong Kong. Most important, it'ty He was “discovered” on
) will be the first time a Negro|NBC's ‘‘Tonight Show,” about
has had a lead role in a dramat-|18 months ago and since has
fe serles. . i turned up on most of the televi-
i !sion varie rograms, scorin
Cosby, & studious-looking.{ " ot ge %(ef;s away frorﬁ
gentle-mannered fellow W ho|yhat he calls ““racial humor.”
reserves his comedy routines| .y can only do what seems
for professional ~appearances.|pynny to me, and it isn’t that,”
|feels that his assignment is im-j} " coig o ‘think that perhaijs :
polx:tant‘. ‘ ., . _|the only real wheeler-dealer in
| “Not-as a”r?.cxal issue,” he| pitter racial humor now is Dick
explained. ‘It's a8 _pe’x"sonal Gregory, and that's because he
quest. Can I do tliE job? Canjjs overwhelmingly —concerned
this comedian turn into an ac-,with it.
tor?” “But on the other hand, I|.

had no importance to the ..story
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.

RobertHCulp will play an
agent disguised as a tenmis
bum. Cosby will be his col-

think we've gotten away from
the stereotype very well. You
don’t see the Negro maid and

league, ‘disguised as his trainer.! butler much any -more. There

Cosby thinks the casting of a’are even some prison shows
Negro in an important role is\made nowadays that don’t have
simple evolution — “it had tola Negro — singing — on death
come, a time when the fact that'row. Yes, it's time we had a
the character was dark-sklnned} casting situation like ‘T Spy.”
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